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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lu et al. U.S. 
Patent 6,684,121 . Lu discloses a system for an integrated manufacturing execution system, MES, 
that unifies the production data for a manufactured lot that moves from a current production line 
to different production lines, comprising: a database recording data pertaining to, a 
manufacturing lot ID, a current MES associated with the lot ID, MES rules and transactions 
performed to manufacture the lot ID (col. 5 and 6, lines 62-67 and 1-7); a computer of the current 
production line, the computer communicating with the database and with production line MESs 
of each of the different production lines to which the lot ID is moved to perform one of the 
transactions (col. 5, lines 52-61); the database supplying each of the different production lines 
with the MES rules of the current production line (col. 5 and 6, lines 52-67 and 1-7); the database 
recording transaction data in the current MES and a memory storing the data recorded by the 
database(col. 6 and 7, lines 66-67 and 1-4). 

Referring to claims 2 and 3, Lu discloses the system as in claim 1 wherein, the database 
records transaction data from each of the different production lines, the transaction data 
corresponding to the MES rules of the current MES (col. 5 and 6, lines 62-67 and 1-7). Lu 
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discloses the system as in claim 1 wherein, the database records transaction data from each of the 
different production lines, the transaction data including; track-in, track-out data, and processing 
data and measurement data, which correspond to the MES rules of the current MES (col. 6, lines 
14-36). 

Referring to claims 4 and 5, Lu discloses the system as in claim 1, and further 
comprising: a production computer of each of the different production lines supplying the 
transaction data to the database (Fig. 1, 10). Lu discloses the system as in claim 1, and further 
comprising: the database recording a tool reserve to move the lot ID to a reserved tool of a 
different production line for the next process step (col. 5 and 6, lines 52-67 and 1-7). 

Lu discloses a method for manufacturing capacity utilization with a unified MES, 
comprising the steps of checking capacity utilization status of multiple tools for performing the 
next process step on a manufacturing lot (col. 5, lines 35-61); reserving one of the tools to 
perform the next process step (col. 5, lines 36-50); transferring the manufacturing lot from a 
current production line to a backup production line having the reserved one of the tools; and 
performing the next process step in the backup production line, and collecting process data and 
measurement data, which correspond to the MES rules of the current production line (col. 6, 
lines 14-36). 

Referring to claims 7 and 8, Lu discloses the method as in claim 6, further comprising the 
step of: storing the process data and manufacturing data of the manufacturing lot in the current 
production line MES (Fig. 1, 10). Lu discloses the method as in claim 6, further comprising the 
steps of: defaulting the manufacturing lot to the next tool in the backup production line for the 
next process step (col. 10, lines 5-20). 
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Referring to claims 9 and 10, Lu discloses the method as in claim 6, further comprising 
the steps of: defaulting the manufacturing lot to the next tool in the backup production line for 
the next process step; checking the capacity utilization of all tools to perform the next process 
step; and reserving a selected one of the tools in a different backup production line to perform 
the next process step (col. 10, lines 5-20). Lu discloses the method as in claim 6, further 
comprising the steps of defaulting the manufacturing lot to the next tool in the backup production 
line for the next process step; checking the capacity utilization of all tools to perform the next 
process step; and reserving the tool of the current production line to perform the next process 
step (col. 10, lines 5-20). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles R Kasenge whose telephone number is 703 305-8592. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:30-5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leo Picard can be reached on 703 308-0538. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Conclusion 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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